
Stand 3: 1848 - 1920

Many industries dumped untreated 
sewage and other by-products on 
their premises, creating putrid 
pools of wastewater.

Muchas industrias 
arrojaban aguas 
residuales sin tratar y 
otros subproductos en 
sus instalaciones, 
creando pútridas 
piscinas de aguas 
residuales.

Sam’s stinky poem succinctly captured a 
chorus of complaints from locals about the 
“murderous Mission Morass” and “Mission 
Death Swamp.”


Ultimately the Mission Death Swamp was abated by 
the construction of a sewer system and raising 
street grades, as well as prosecution of the most 
egregious polluters such as the Sedgley Tannery. [3]

El apestoso poema de Sam 
Booth capturó de manera 
sucinta un coro de quejas de 
los lugareños sobre el 
"Pantano Mortal de la Misión" 
y el "Pantano de la Muerte de 
la Misión".

Finalmente, el Pantano de la Muerte 
de la Misión fue mitigado mediante 
la construcción de un sistema de 
alcantarillado y la elevación de los 
niveles de las calles, así como el 
enjuiciamiento de los 
contaminadores más atroces, como 
la Curtiembre Sedgley.
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Sam Booth, Mission Resident, 1918 [1]


“Upon the corner of 19th and 
Folsom, there is a pool that 

smells unwholesome.”

   past

TREAT

FUTURE
PRESENT

   past

TREAT

The 1848 Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo 
granted California (and today’s Treat 
Plaza) to the United States.

“The Willows Pleasure 
Gardens” near 18th and 
Valencia Streets was a 
popular resort "out in the 
country" in the Mission 
District in the 1860s [3]


� Sedgley Tannery (1867) between Folsom & Harrison, 19th & 20t�
� The Mission Candle Works (1871) owned by Winter, Maurer & C�
� The Mission Woolen Mills (1860) owned by Donald McLennan

The Mission, Transformed
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El Tratado de 
Guadalupe Hidalgo de 
1848 otorgó California (y 
la actual Treat Plaza) a 
los Estados Unidos.

La Misión se convirtió 
en el "Paraíso Rural" de 
la ciudad como un 
refugio del viento, la 
arena y la niebla de lo 
que era el centro de 
"Yerba Buena", actual 
distrito financiero de 
San Francisco. [2]

La industria de la ciudad se 
expandió hacia la Misión en la 
década de 1870. Algunas de las 
primeras industrias del Distrito de 
la Misión se establecieron a lo 
largo de las orillas de Mission 
Creek.

"Los Jardines del Placer de 
los Sauces" cerca de las 
calles 18 y Valencia era un 
popular resort "en el 
campo" en el Distrito de la 
Misión en la década de 1860

The City’s industry expanded into the Mission in the 1870’s. 
Some of the Mission District’s early industries were 
established along the banks of Mission Creek:

The Mission became the City’s “Rural 
Paradise” as a refuge from the wind, 
sand, and the fog from what 
downtown “Yerba Buena”, present day 
San Francisco financial district. [2]
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1860 Mission District by Charles Gifford - This drawing is looking 
west from a hill at modern-day Potrero Center Safeway, showing 
details of historic agricultural environment dating between 
1840-60. Image includes Noah’s Garden (a land grant known as 
Las Camaritas) fenced-in farmland beyond the Center Woolen Mill 
situated next to Mission Creek. Center Street (now 16th Street) 
crosses Mission Creek and leads to Mission Dolores. [1]
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